CHAPTER IV
Gladstone Prime Minister- Irish Disestablishment and the Irish
question-the Education Act-the opening of the Civil
Service and University reform-the Franco-Prussian War
-arbitration with America - achievements and unpopu-
larity of the Government - defeat of the Irish University Bill
-General Election - defeat of the Government - Disraeli
Prime Minister.
" I am by no means sure/* wrote Gladstone in his auto-
biographical notes, " that Providence has endowed me
with anything that can be called a striking gift. But if
there be such a thing entrusted to me, it has been shown
at certain political junctures in what may be termed appre-
ciation of the general situation and its result. To make
good the idea this must not be considered as the simple
acceptance of public opinion founded upon the discernment
that it has risen to a certain height. It is an insight into
the facts of political eras and their relation to one another,
which generates in the public mind a conviction that the
materials exist for the formation of a public opinion and
for directing it to a particular end."
IN 1863, Gladstone, while supporting in theory
the destruction of the Irish Church, said that the
matter was not within the scope of actual politics.
In 1868 he came to the conclusion that" a public
opinion" could be formed and a General
Ejection fought upon the subject. In this he was
doubtless assisted by the enfranchisement of large
numbers of Nonconformists. But he was assisted
by other circumstances. In 1867 the Fenian plots
spilt over from Ireland into England. In Sep-
tember at Manchester a body of armed men
rescued two Fenian prisoners from a police van
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